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Antonio Martusciello, Commissioner for AGCOM, spoke at the workshop “The new EU 

audiovisual regulatory framework: challenges and opportunities” organised today at the Tel 

Aviv Stock Exchange.  The workshop is part of the EU-funded twinning project between the 

Italian regulator for communication sector (AGCOM) and the Ministry of Communication of 

Israel.  

 

Commissioner Martusciello, during his keynote speech, with regard to the regulation of on-

line platform, declared: “the time has come to find rules, shared at international level, to 

ensure that the consumer maintains confidence in the enormous potential that Internet offers.  

But if the need to intervene has been now focused, we are still lagging behind in the search 

for regulatory instruments of the Internet.”  

 

Arguing about the new EU audiovisual regulatory framework, he said: “At this moment 

European legislation relating to the communications sector does not offer a convincing 

solution. The Directive on audiovisual media services, as we seen, provides a massive 

recourse to forms of self-regulation whilst the Directives on the electronic communications 

that regulate telecommunications networks, omit Internet services offered in OTT mode.” 

 

Whit specific regard to self-regulation approach, he argued that: “that the time of Internet self-

regulation has come to an end. Multinational and large companies would do better to admit 

that there is a problem related to pathological uses of the network, such as misinformation or 

the misuse of personal data, and seek solutions that are shared with the public authorities.  

After all, if the trust of the consumer in the security of the Net is cracked the first to lose would 

be the main online platforms, whose closure with respect to the rules, would follow.” 

 

In conclusion he underlined: “that it is important to restore the primacy of politics. As if 

politics is not incisive, the operators, in the regulatory, will occupy a space that, although 

virtual, is capable of profoundly affecting the democratic structures of Member States. 



 

 

 

 

This €1.5 million Twinning project, funded by the European Union, called “Strengthening 

the regulatory capacity of Israel in the field of telecommunications, focusses on service 

provision over networks owned and operated by others”, partners the Israeli Ministry of 

Communications with the Italian Authority for Communications (AGCOM), the German 

Federal Network Agency (BnetzA) and the Latvian Public Utilities Commission (SPRK).  

The project will be implemented over 21 months, with each EU expert being based in Israel 

on a rotating basis. 
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